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SUBJ: AUSTRALIAN TRADE UNION PRESIDENT PREDICTS ECONOMIC 
SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA WITHIN THREE MONTHS 

1. SPEAKING TO PRESS JULY 1 ON VARIETY OE SUBJECTS FOLLOWING 
HIS RECENT RETURN EROM ILO CONEERENCE IN GENEVA, AUSTRALIAN 
COUNCIL OE TRADE UNIONS PRESIDENT, R.J. HAWKE, PREDICTED THAT 
TRADE UNIONS AROUND THE WORLD WOULD IMPOSE ECONOMIC SANCTIONS 
AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA IN PROTEST AGAINST APARTHEID. HAWKE SAID THE 
APPLICATIONS OF SANCTIONS WOULD FOLLOW A DECISION TAKEN AT A 
MEETING OF UNION AND UNITED NATIONS REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 
RECENT ILO CONFERENCE IN GENEVA, WHICH HE ATTENDED. THE PURPOSE 
OF THE BANS WOULD BE TO FORCE SOUTH AERICA TO DROP ITS 
APARTHEID POLICY. HE ADDED THAT THE DECISION IS INTENDED TO 
BRING THE SOUTH AERICAN GOVERNMENT TO ITS KNEES QTE WHERE IT 
BELONGED. END QTE. 

2. COMMENT: HAWKE'S COMMENTS REFLECT SAME PENCHANT FOR 
EXTRAVAGANT LANGUAGE WHICH HE EXHIBITED IN COMMENTING ON U.S. 
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FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING IN PACIEIC. 

3. IN RECENT YEARS, AUSTRALIA HAS RUN A HEAVY BILATERAL TRADE 
SURPLUS (EXPORTS ABOUT POUR TIMES IMPORTS) WITH SOUTH AFRICA, 

A MAJOR MARKET POR AUSTRALIAN VEHICLES AND OTHER MANUPACTURED 
PRODUCTS. AN EMBARGO WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HURT AUSTRALIAN TRADE 
MORE THAN THAT OP SOUTH APRICA. 
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